Ilana Cravitz’s ‘Klezmer Fiddle, A How-to Guide’ is an invaluable, scholarly and illuminating book/CD, the best exposition I’ve come across of Eastern European-style Jewish fiddle playing. She presents sixteen tunes - freylekhs, nign, khosidl, zhok, sirba, terkisher, bulgar etc - and analyses them in ‘workshop’ sections that explore rhythms, dance forms, tonality, bowing and articulation etc., and give specific practical advice on how to vary and ornament the tunes. Pull-out booklets are also included for ‘sekund’, or accompanying fiddle, and bass, parts, and the CD includes historic recordings as well as authentic, beautiful fiddle-led band performances, and backing tracks. Complete with a Yiddish glossary and pronunciation guide, an appendix on dance styles and a good bibliography and (short) discography, this impressive package achieves with great flair the author’s stated aim, ‘to take you beneath the surface of klezmer’. Highly recommended. (Pete Cooper in Folk Roots Magazine, October 09)
